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equally divided between the two nations: the ecclesias-
tical property throughout the realm was to be divided,
after providing for the maintenance of public worship,
according to the Latin form by a Latin clergy, exactly
on the same terms as the rest of the conquered terri-
tory. The Prench prelates might, indeed, claim equal
rights, as having displayed at least equal valour and
confronted the same dangers with the boldest of the
barons. The vessels that bore the bishops of Soissons
and Troyes, the Paradise and the Pilgrim, were the
first which grappled with the Towers of Constantinople;
from them were thrown the scaling ladders on which
the conquerors mounted to the storm; the episcopal
banners were the first that floated in triumph on the
battlements of Constantinople.11

Like the Emperor Alexius, the Patriarch of Constan-
tinople, John Camatems, had fled, but it was at a time
and under circumstances far less ignominious. The
clergy had not been less active in the defence of the
city, than the Prankish bishops in the assault. After
the flight of Mourzoufle they had chiefly influenced the
choice of Theodore Lascaris as Emperor; the Patriarch
had presented him to the people, and with him vainly
endeavoured to rouse their panic-stricken courage. It
was not till the city was in the hands of the enemy
that the Patriarch abandoned his post. He was met in
that disastrous plight described by Nicetas, riding on
an ass, reduced to the primitive Apostolic poverty, with-
out scrip, without purse, without staff, without shoes,
It was time, indeed, to fly from horrors and unhallowed
crimes which he could not avert. The Crusaders had
advanced to the siege of Constantinople in the name of

* See the despatch to Pope Innocent announcing the taking of Constantinople*